
Repository Development  

Implementation of  Archivists ’ Toolki t  (AT)  

    Under the direction of Ed Busch, electronic records archivist, the data cleanup 
of UAHC’s Archivists’ Toolkit (AT) implementation continues. All of the subject 
headings have been converted into valid Library of Congress subject headings and 
local headings. An intern may be hired to finish the name headings, which cur-
rently stands at 40 percent complete. Nearly all of the imported and manually en-
tered accessions have been converted.  
  
     AT collection and record group content has been modified to work with MARC 
and EAD exports. All finding aids in MS Word format have been imported into AT 
and are fully searchable. Word-based box and shelf lists have also been imported— 
including lists of yearbooks, photograph collections, atlases, and more. Preliminary 
workflow has been identified for moving AT collection-level MARC catalog re-
cords into the MSU Libraries OPAC and OCLC. 
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Spartan Archive Quarterly 

This report addresses activities undertaken 
on “Spartan Archive: An Electronic Records 
Archive at Michigan State University,” a 
National Historical Publications and 
Records Commission (NHPRC)-funded 
project. The Michigan State University 
Archives & Historical Collections (UAHC) 
is using a proof-of-concept approach to 
build and test an archival solution for the 
long-term access and preservation of four 
large electronic records series produced by 
MSU’s Office of the Registrar (RO). The 
original grant proposal and supporting 
documents for the project may be found at  

http://spartanarchive.wordpress.com/ 
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With assistance from project 

information technologist Rich Burgis 

and other technical staff, electronic 

records archivist / project manager 

Lisa Schmidt completed the Spartan 

Archive system requirements  

document<link>. Ed Busch,  

electronic records archivist, took the 

lead on creating a framework for a test 

plan <link> based on the system  

requirements. Schmidt and Burgis will 

help Busch finalize and carry out the 

plan during Q2 2012. Burgis is also 

drafting systems documentation for 

Spartan Archive. 

In early March, Schmidt invited 

three MSU reference librarians to the 

Archives to test the usability of the 

access interface prototype. Burgis 

made changes to the interface based on 

the librarians’ feedback. An MSU web 

designer will create a more user-

friendly interface to Spartan Archive 

during Q2 2012. 
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SAA 2012 Round Table Proposal  

At the request of CIC archivists who  

attended the technical MSU iRODS work-

shop with Reagan Moore in April 2011, 

UAHC planned a second workshop focused 

on the practical aspects of implementing 

iRODS from an archival perspective. Jill 

Sexton, systems librarian at the University of 

North Carolina and project manager for the 

Carolina Digital Repository, was engaged to 

lead a half-day workshop, “Archivists,  

Technologists, and iRODS” on April 21,  

immediately following the annual Midwest  

Archives Conference meeting in Grand  

Rapids. Topics include the use of iRODS and 

Fedora in the CDR as well as communication 

strategies for archivists working with  

technology teams.  

All MAC attendees and MSU technical staff, 

as well as CIC archivists and librarians, were 

invited. Registration stands at 40 participants 

from a wide variety of institutions, including 

corporations and religious orders as well as 

higher education and state and local govern-

ments. This workshop takes the place of the 

iRODS consultant visit planned for in the 

original Spartan Archive grant proposal. 

The 2 TB of server space allocated for 

Spartan Archive is also available for general 

accessioning of electronic records until  

Fedora content models may be developed for 

them. This will include digital photos and 

video from MSU’s University Relations as 

well as digital records from other units. 

Schmidt and Busch are in the process of  

moving the digital content currently on the 

electronic records or “digital shelf” drive to 

this new space designated as the “Digital 

Vault,” as well as the contents of optical  

media discs currently stored in a file drawer. 

Keeping the affordances of the new storage 

space in mind, Busch and Schmidt will con-

tinue developing accessioning guidelines and  

processes. 

 

W ORKFLOW , P OLICIES , AND  P ROCEDURES  

P ROJECT  R EPORTING  

Schmidt’s proposal to deliver a presenta-

tion on Spartan Archive to the Records 

Management Round Table during the 

SAA annual meeting was accepted. This 

presentation will showcase the new  

access interface and may include a demo.  
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ADUC Presentation  

On February 20, Schmidt presented on 

Spartan Archive to the MSU Administra-

tive Data Users Community (ADUC), a 

group of MSU staff “with a shared interest 

in the creation and use of institutional 

data and associated information systems.” 

This “Archiving Digital Records” presen-

tation included a records management 

and e-mail segment covered by Tom 

Wellman, university records manager, as 

well as Schmidt’s segment on preserva-

tion of records with permanent retention. 

About 60 members of the MSU commu-

nity attended. 

O THER  R ELATED  A CTIVITI ES  

ARL SPEC Kit: Manag ing Bor n Dig i ta l  Mater ia l s  

Ghering and Schmidt are part of an ARL SPEC Kit team chartered to develop and 

analyze the results of a survey that addresses the challenges of managing born digital 

materials at ARL libraries. Spearheaded by Tim Pyatt, head of the special collections 

library at Pennsylvania State University, the team is also comprised of members from 

the University of Michigan and Duke University as well as Michigan State and Penn 

State. This ARL SPEC Kit supports the overall ARL Strategic Directions, especially 

“Transforming Research Libraries: Outcomes and Strategies,” in exploring best  

practices for managing digital content. The survey, developed over the winter of 

2011-2012, went live in March. The team will gather at Penn State in May to analyze 

the results and complete the report by June. 

MSU IT Reorganizat ion  

MSU’s Office of the Vice Provost of Libraries, Computing, and Technology—which 

includes UAHC— has reorganized its technology units in an effort to provide  

consistent, better service and positive IT experiences across campus. The intent is “to 

change the central IT service, planning, and resource management model from  

separate departmental units with defined boundaries to a set of purpose-focused, 

highly coordinated, and flexible teams operating like a single unit.”  

UAHC director Cynthia Ghering is now director of the new Content and  

Collaboration unit, which includes web development, desktop, and systems develop-

ment services as well as UAHC. Moving forward, UAHC has access to more technical 

resources and the greater unit is well positioned to lead repository development and 

other technology initiatives at MSU. For more information, visit lct.msu.edu/

itservices. 

http://www.lct.msu.edu/itservices/index.html
http://www.lct.msu.edu/itservices/index.html
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